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receive assistance through the program, 
Myers said.
   Adopt-a-Sidewalk was adapted from a 
program called “Adopt-a-Hydrant,” which 
allows users to claim hydrants so they do 
not get buried in snow.  
   Originally deployed in Boston, the pro-
gram expanded to include a map of all 
sidewalks in Chicago, said Ankur Thak-
kar, deputy director of social media at the 
mayor’s office.

“It was built using code from a specific 
start-up called ‘Code for America,’” Thakkar 
said. “And in the same effort to keep things 
open, we’re going to make that code avail-
able to other cities to use as well.”

Friends can claim sidewalks as a group 
and use the online tools to stay connected 
and share shovels and other resources, 
Thakkar said.

As of Jan. 12, the Adopt-a-Sidewalk fea-
ture was still unavailable, but users can 
sign up to be notified for when it launches.

The Plow Tracker is part of a larger effort 
to increase transparency and accountabil-
ity with the city—in this case, with city 
workers, Thakkar said.

“Every [winter], through 311, the largest 
request that we get is, ‘When is my street 
going to be shoveled?’” Thakkar said. “We 
wanted to create a way for people to see that 
as it happens.”

Plow Tracker was engaged for the first 
time on Jan. 12 as 184 snowplows hit the  
streets in response to the storm, according 
to a press release from the City of Chicago.

aeinhorn@chroniclemail.com

traffic to the exhibits, each museum is 
required by Illinois’ Park District Aquar-
ium and Museum Act to have 52 annual 
free days. According to Beth Boston, public 
relations manager at the Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry, 5700 S. Lake Shore Drive, 
the museum has approximately 1.5 million 
guests per year. 
    In 2009, $9,146,690 
came from gen-
eral admission fees, 
as stated in the 
Museum of Science 
and Industry’s 990 
tax form. Accord-
ing to Boston, this 
number accounts 
for approximately 
half of all admitted guests.

“Approximately half of our guests do not 
pay admission,” Boston said. “Free days 
tend to be busy days for us, as they are a 
great value. The attendance increase on 
each free day depends on the time of year, 
day of the week and other such factors.”

She said the museum strategizes 
the scheduling of its free days, taking 
into account holidays, weekends and  
other variables.

“Our free days are placed carefully 
throughout the year to manage crowding 
and allow for a great experience for those 
visiting,” Boston said. 

In addition to museum free days, there 
are some Chicago attractions that are 
free year-round, including The National 
Museum of Mexican Art, 1852 W. 19th St., 
home to one of the country’s largest collec-

tions of Mexican art. 
“The museum has always been free and 

will always be free,” said Anel Ruiz, com-
munications manager at the NMMA. “It 
is our belief that this art should be readily 
accessible to everyone.” 

Ruiz said she looks forward to celebrat-
ing the museum’s 25th anniversary Jan. 20 
and encourages the public to visit for the  
celebratory exhibitions.

Taking advantage of the city’s handouts 
can make a big difference with the suf-

fering economy and the 
average college student’s 
looming debt, said Trevor 
Schmutz, sophomore 
art and design major  
at Columbia.

Schmutz said he always 
looks for free things to 
do in Chicago. A self-
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	 It is our belief that this 
art should be readily accessible 
to everyone.” 

–Anel Ruiz

cloeber@chroniclemail.com

proclaimed penny pincher, Schmutz said 
resources exist for students to save money 
and still participate in events and explore the 
 city’s attractions. 

According to Schmutz, between campus 
events and free days at museums, he rarely 
spends money on extracurricular activities.  

Living in the loop is notoriously expen-
sive, Schmutz said. But if you’re looking, 
opportunities will present themselves. Just 
being a student is often enough to get a 
discount at the movies.  

 “You just have to open your eyes and 
learn what’s out there,” Schmutz said. “The 
Garfield Park Conservatory, Lincoln Park 
Zoo, Millennium Park [and] the beaches 
in the summertime; all of those are free. 
It’s easy to enjoy the city and spend very  
little money.”

H
ei

di
 U

nk
ef

er
 T

H
E 

C
H

R
O

N
IC

LE

Homestyle food when 
you miss homecooked meals.

424 S. Wabash Ave. Chicago, IL 60605
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The School of Liberal Arts and Sciences Announces The 2012 Paula F. Pfeffer

ATTENTION STUDENTS: 

Are you an illustrator? Do you have your pulse on—and 
something to say about—the historical, cultural, and political 
issues taking place in the world?

Submit an original political cartoon for the 2012 Paula F. Pfeffer 
Political Cartoon Contest for your chance to win a cash prize.
A panel of judges from various academic departments will select 
five cartoons from the pool of submissions, and then award 
cash prizes to the students who created them. The First Place 
winner will receive $550, Second Place will receive $450, 
Third Place will receive $350, and two Honorable Mention winners 
will each receive $250.

In addition to cash prizes, all winners receive a certificate 
and will be honored at a reception on Tuesday, April 24, at the 
Columbia College Chicago Library. 

Above: last year’s winning entry from Kevin Budnik (BFA ’11). 

Political Cartoon Contest

The deadline to submit 
cartoons is Monday, April 2 

Sponsored by the Department of Humanities, History, and Social Sciences, in collaboration with
the and the Departments of Journalism, Art + Design, and Film and Video.

SUBMISSIONS: 

Both single-panel and multi-panel cartoons are acceptable for 
this contest. Submitted cartoons must be drawn or printed 
on 8.5 x 11 white paper. Please include your full name, address, 
phone number, student ID number, and email address on the
back of the entry. You can submit up to five cartoons, and you can 
win more than one prize if you submit more than one cartoon.

Oscar Valdez
Re: Political Cartoon Contest
Department of Humanities, History, and Social Sciences
624 S. Michigan Ave.
10th floor, Suite 1000

For more information, visit colum.edu/PCC 
or contact Dr. Teresa Prados-Torreira, 
Associate Professor of History, at 
tprados-torreira@colum.edu or 312.369.7567.

Hand-deliver or mail your submissions to: 

Columbia Chronicle
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Compiled by The Chronicle staff with information provided by the Chicago Police Department. 

Ron Paul receives applause during a Jan. 2 press conference at the Marriott Hotel in Des Moines, Iowa. Paul and the six other Republican candidates soaked up as much media attention as they could the day before 
the Iowa Caucus, the first vote in the election process that decides who will become the President of the United States. This year, Mitt Romney won the caucus by eight votes more than runner-up Rick Santorum. 
The vote went down as the third closest race in the history of U.S. elections.

On Jan. 8, an undercover police officer met 
a “lady of the evening” at Best Western, 
1100 S. Michigan Ave. The officer and the 
woman had a brief conversation inside 
her hotel room, during which the woman 
offered to have anal sex with the officer 
twice for $260. The officer handed her the 
money, which she counted before produc-
ing a condom. The officer called for backup, 
and the woman was placed under arrest.

OFF THE BLOTTER

IN OTHER NEWS

On Jan. 5, undercover officers conducting 
an anti-robbery mission at the Harrison 
Red Line station, 608 S. State St., witnessed 
two men sneaking through an unattended 
turnstile. The suspects gently rocked the 
turnstile backward before sliding through 
without paying the fare. The men then 
attempted to board a CTA train before 
the officers stopped them and took them  
into custody. 

On a CTA Red Line train at the Harrison Red 
Line station, 608 S. State St., a man reported 
that three men forcibly yanked his arm on 
Jan. 9, and took his iPhone before fleeing onto 
the platform.  A witness began tracking the 
victim’s iPhone using the GPS on her own 
cell phone. The offenders appeared to be on a 
southbound Green Line train. Police stopped 
the train and found three men matching 
the description given by the victim. A phone 
identified by the victim was recovered before 
all three suspects were taken into custody. 

Booty call for backup

GPS to the rescue

Gravy train doesn’t stop here

A blunt crime

According to ChicagoTribune.com, on 
Jan. 12 a “suspicious” fire at a Seneca, Ill. 
marina along the Illinois River destroyed 
15 luxury boats and damaged six others. 
The fire jumped from boat to boat in the 
closely packed Spring Brook Marina, 623 
N. 2553rd Road, on the south bank of the 
river approximately 60 miles southwest of 
Chicago. Damage could be upwards of $1 
million, according to officials. There were 
no reports of any injuries.

The cost of a Metra Link-Up pass or sticker 
for connecting travel on Chicago Transit 
Authority and Pace buses will increase from 
$39 to $45 Feb. 1, and the CTA will receive a 
larger share of the revenue, transit officials 
said Jan. 11. According to ChicagoTribune.
com, the Link-Up pass, available only to 
Metra monthly pass holders, is valid for 
unlimited travel on the CTA from 6 – 9:30 
a.m. and 3:30 – 7 p.m. on weekdays and on 
Pace at any time. 

Police officers traveling northbound on 
the CTA Red Line Jan. 5 observed from the 
conductor’s cabin a 15-year-old male in an 
adjoining car holding a thin, brown, rolled 
cigar in his mouth before moving it to his 
right hand. The officers entered the car 
based on suspicion that the cigar contained 
cannabis. At the Harrison Red Line station, 
608 S. State St., the officers confiscated the 
cigar, which contained a crushed green 
plant substance. Officers took the boy into 
custody and later notified his mother. 

A 17-year-old girl pleaded guilty Jan. 10 to 
battery in connection with a school fight 
recorded on a cellular phone. According to 
ABCLocal.com, she will be sentenced in Feb-
ruary. The classroom fight was recorded on 
a cell phone last fall at Sullivan High School. 
The juvenile and her 18-year-old sister are 
accused of beating a 14-year-old girl, who 
suffered a concussion. Both sisters were 
suspended. The older sister was charged as 
an adult and is due back in court in March. 

According to NBCChicago.com, a man who 
enjoyed a brief escape from authorities 
before being recaptured in a Port-A-Potty 
early last month has died in federal custody. 
Juan Sanchez died at the Metropolitan Cor-
rectional Center Jan. 11. Sanchez escaped 
from a moving Illinois Department of Cor-
rections transport van near southwest sub-
urban Lockport on Dec. 2, 2010. After almost 
six hours, he was traced to a Waste Manage-
ment facility in Rockdale.

Fire in the hold Commuting increaseCaught on camera Caught in the act

Brent Lewis THE CHRONICLE
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ARIES (March 21–April 20) Monday through Wednesday authority figures 
may ask for solid decisions. Detailed documents, timed contracts or legal 
permissions may be involved. Expect no hidden agendas here. For many Ar-
ies natives, almost eight months of unreliable business promises will soon 
end. After midweek, a complex romantic invitation may temporarily cause 
workplace or family tensions. Loyalty, canceled plans or revised time sched-
ules may be a key source of concern. Offer encouragement.

TAURUS (April 21–May 20) Unexpected social delays or moody moments 
between loved ones may now be bothersome. Remain cheerfully distant 
and avoid asking direct questions. Before next week, romantic partners and 
close friends will require added privacy. Complex relationships will soon 
evolve towards harmony: Watch for valuable progress. Wednesday through 
Saturday, ongoing property disputes will be quickly resolved. Stay open and 
expect key officials to offer new long-term agreements.

GEMINI (May 21–June 21) Repeated patterns and old love affairs are ac-
cented this week. Monday through Thursday expect complex memories or 
messages from the past to captivate your attention. Yesterday’s choices will 
soon be proven accurate. Remain dedicated to current romantic and social 
obligations. Late this week, a friend or relative may present an unusual 
business or financial partnership. New proposals will eventually work in your 
favor. Remain cautious, however, and watch for last-minute options.

CANCER (June 22–July 22) Social gatherings will this week provide delight-
ful distraction. New friendships, quick job proposals and promising roman-
tic introductions will now work to your advantage. Use this time to expand 
your emotional and financial resources. All is well. Later this week, some 
Cancerians will be asked to clarify or resolve the past financial mistakes of 
a colleague or trusted work partner. Remain quietly diplomatic but respond 
quickly: Your emotional insight and sensitivity will be greatly appreciated.

LEO (July 22–Aug. 22) Outdated documents will now cause unnecessary 
financial delays. Refuse to postpone small or annoying duties. Over the next 
eight days, long-trusted contracts may need to be redefined. Remain de-
termined and ask key officials for detailed paperwork and new legal docu-
ments. After Thursday, a friend or relative may feel unusually affected by 
past memories or recent social events. Press loved ones for short-term 
social promises. Planned events will require confirmation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23–Sept. 22) Key business decisions from approximately three 
months ago may now require clarification. Authority figures or younger rela-
tives will soon expect detailed records or written proof. Others may be tem-
porarily unsure of their own choices. Take none of it personally. This week, 
workplace attitudes will improve and vital projects will be redefined. Later 
this week, an old friend or past lover may reveal complex or unexpected 
opinions. Go slow: Powerful emotions are involved.

LIBRA (Sept. 23–Oct. 23) Authority figures may provide misinformation or 
poor instructions over the next few days. If so, remain silently productive and 
rely on your own instincts. Hidden power struggles or private disagreements 
will trigger workplace tensions. Stay calm. After Thursday, new romantic over-
tures may be vague or disjointed. Wait for clear invitations before taking 
risks. At present, potential friends or lovers will need extra time to resolve 
past obligations. Ask for reliable promises.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24–Nov. 22)  A close friend may challenge the ideas of loved 
ones or ask for detailed romantic advice this week. Before midweek, compli-
cated social promises and emotionally draining obligations may derail group 
plans. Reserve judgment but encourage healthy expression. In the coming 
weeks, new information and revised opinions will arrive. Later this week, 
an unresolved financial mistake may require a quick decision. If so, remain 
dedicated to your original goals, and all will be well.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23–Dec. 21) Family obligations may soon be temporarily 
complex or draining. After Tuesday, loved ones may challenge your opinions 
or request extra private time. Don’t be unnerved. Before next week, recent 
disappointments may need to be examined and resolved. Thursday through 
Sunday accents minor disputes and last minute social changes. Friends or 
relatives may experience a powerful wave of divided priorities. Offer support 
and wait for clarity: Strong emotions are highlighted.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22–Jan. 20) Friends and relatives may now question their 
own romantic judgment. Not to worry, however: Confused priorities or so-
cial doubt will not be permanent. After Wednesday, expect loved ones to 
enjoy calming moments and renewed confidence. In the coming weeks, past 
memories and emotional triangles will fade. Use this time to let loved ones 
know your feelings and expectations. Later this weekend, dreams and family 
intuitions will be vivid. Watch for valuable clues.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21–Feb. 19) Loved ones may be introspective this week. 
Be patient and watch for sudden outbursts. At present, deep thought will be 
followed with probing romantic questions or fast explanations. In the com-
ing weeks, long-term relationships will expand to include revised daily ob-
ligations, new roles or controversial home expectations. Listen closely for 
valuable clues. After Thursday, plan unique romantic encounters and private 
social celebrations. A meaningful display of loyalty is needed.

PISCES (Feb. 20–March 20) Work contracts and business permissions may 
soon be cancelled. During the next five days, expect key officials to introduce 
complex adjustments or revised schedules. Financial promises are now best 
translated into written agreements. Ask for clearly defined terms and valid 
expectations. After Thursday, some Pisceans will experience a powerful wave 
of social or romantic intuition, vivid dream activity and quick emotions. Ask 
loved ones for support and encouragement. All is well.
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“Turnin’ the Tip: Simp Heisters, Flukum, 
& the Put’n’Take” public reception
1.19.12 // 5 – 8 p.m.
Averill and Bernard Leviton A+D Gallery
619 S. Michigan Ave. Building

Cannonball Press has expanded its repertoire to 
include large scale, collaborative, print-infested 
sculptures and installations using bold graphics 
formed from minute detail. Such work has added a 
new chapter to the rich history of printmaking. 

(312) 369-8687
FREE

Complete Beatles
1.21.12 // 3 p.m.
Old Town School of Folk Music
4545 N. Lincoln Ave.

As part of the celebration of the opening of its new 
school and performance space, Old Town School of 
Folk Music presents a two-day performance of the 
complete Beatles catalog, by various faculty and 
students, under the direction of guitar instructor 
Steve Levitt. 

(773) 728-6000
$10 suggested donation

	TUESDAY	 1.17

	THURSDAY	 1.19

	WEDNESDAY	 1.18

	SATURDAY	 1.21

	FRIDAY	 1.20

	WEDNESDAY	 1.18 	TUESDAY	 1.17

	FRIDAY	 1.20 	THURSDAY	 1.19

	SUNDAY	 1.22 	SATURDAY	 1.21

Open Frisbee

6 – 8 p.m.

South Loop Elementary Gym

1212 S. Plymouth Court

(312) 369-6920

FREE

Forever 27: Music Superstars Gone to an 

Early Grave

8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Chicago Cultural Center

78 E. Washington St.

(312) 744-8032

FREE

Back to Nature Boot Camp

Noon – 1 p.m.

Fitness Center

Residence Center

731 S. Plymouth Court

(312) 369-6920

FREE

Funny Ha-Ha

7 p.m.

The Hideout

1354 W. Wabansia Ave.

(773) 277-4433

$5; 21+

“Limits of Photography”

10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Museum of Contemporary Photography

Alexandroff Campus Center

600 S. Michigan Ave.

(312) 369-7104

FREE

Atomic Comics

8 p.m.

Mayne Stage

1328 W. Morse Ave.

(773) 381-4554

$15–$20; 18+

Street Defense

Noon – 1:30 p.m.

Fitness Center

Residence Center

731 S. Plymouth Court

(312) 369-6920

FREE

XXX Trivia

8 – 10 p.m.

McGee’s Tavern & Grille

950 W. Webster Ave.

(773) 868-8073

FREE; 21+

“Black Gossamer”

9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Glass Curtain Gallery

Conaway Center

1104 S. Wabash Ave.

(312) 369-6643

FREE

Sound Opinions Movie Night

7:30 p.m.

Music Box Theatre

3733 N. Southport Ave.

(773) 871-6604

$8–$10

“Alumni on 5: Revolution of Self”

Noon – 5 p.m.

Columbia Library, South Campus Building

624 S. Michigan Ave., 5th floor

(312) 369-7900

FREE

Winter Block Party for Chicago’s  

Hip-Hop Arts

Noon – 6 p.m. and 8 – 11 p.m.

Metro

3730 N. Clark St.

(773) 549-4140

FREE from noon – 6 p.m.; $15 general 

admission; $10 for students with valid ID; 18+	
FORECAST	
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